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Biographical sketch.  Ruth Donais (1935-2015) was born in New Jersey, a daughter of  
Maurice Basil Smith and Ruth Alpaugh Smith.    

Maurice was a descendant of  the Smith family that settled in 1709 in the area that became North 
Hampton.  Maurice’s paternal grandfather was Morris H. Smith.  Horace Leavitt was Smith’s 
maternal grandfather and  Isabella (called Belle) Leavitt was Smith’s maternal grandmother.  She 
was the ninth of  ten sisters and had lived in what was known as the Simon Leavitt House on the 
site at 27 Hobbs Road.  The original house, owned and built by John Hobbs in 1728 was 
demolished in the 1940s.  [info from Priscilla Leavitt taken from letters written to her mother 
Frances C. Leavitt in 1976] 

Donais’ grandparents lived in North Hampton and she visited in summers during her childhood.  
Many years later, in the 1980s, she  moved to North Hampton with her husband, building a log 
house on family land known in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as the Horace Leavitt 
place on Walnut Avenue.   

Scope and Content of  Collection.  In 2004 Donais donated a small collection of  nineteenth 
and early twentieth century family photographs and papers to the North Hampton Historical 
Society. 

All the items have been scanned and are available via the Historical Society’s website.  

Of  particular note is Horace Leavitt’s  Civil War diary extracts and a photograph of  his 
commanding officer, Colonel Alfred N. Duffie of  the 1st Regiment, Rhode Island Cavalry. 

Leavitt (1837-1917) was a son of  Thomas C. Leavitt and Mary Hobbs.  He enlisted and 
was mustered in to the 1st Regiment, Rhode Island (New England) Cavalry on December 
24, 1861 and mustered out three years later on December 24, 1864 having risen to the 
rank of  Sergeant.  He served in Company M of  the Rhode Island Cavalry and later 
Company M of  the 1st Regiment, NH Cavalry when it was split off  from the Rhode 
Island one.   

In 1862, much of  the cavalry’s service was in northern Virginia.  They served as scouts to 
determine enemy movements, foraged for supplies and screened infantry movements.  
They saw action against Stonewall Jackson’s cavalry in the Valley campaign, fought in the 
Second Bull Run campaign, and again at the Battle of  Fredericksburg.  

In 1863, the cavalry participated in the Chancellorsville campaign and played an 
important role in the early Gettysburg campaign at Brandy Station.  Isolated and alone 
deep in Confederate territory on a scouting mission,  nearly 240 of  the 280 men were lost 
at the June 17th skirmish at Middleburg VA.  It was refitted with new recruits and 
continued scouting along the upper Potomac until September when it rejoined the Army 
of  the Potomac, participating in the Briscoe and Mine Run campaigns. 



In January 1864, a battalion was detached from the 1st RI Cavalry to form the 1st NH 
Volunteer Cavalry.  It served in the defense of  Washington DC, and then participated in 
Sheridan’s  Shenandoah Valley campaign from August until December. 

Colonel, later Brigadier General, Alfred Napoleon Alexander Duffie (1833-1880) was a 
Frenchman who had fought in the Crimean War.  He resigned his commission in the 
French Army, and left for the United Sates where he married into a prominent New York 
family.  When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in the Union Army and first joined the 
New York Cavalry.  in 1862 he was appointed to command the 1st Rhode Island Cavalry 
by the Governor.  

He is something of  a mystery — several claims about his early life were found to be 
untrue, his reasons for resigning his French Army commission unknown and leaving 
before it was accepted led to a charge of  desertion.  Some American officers found him 
quarrelsome — he challenged a general to a duel and was placed under arrest several 
times for confrontations with other officers.  His ability as a commanding officer also was 
suspect by his superiors yet upon his death, some of  Duffie’s former officers established a 
subscription toward a monument to him to be placed in Providence.  The North Burial 
Ground includes a French Memorial lot and an adjoining one known as the General 
Alfred N. Duffie memorial lot under perpetual care of  the Board of  Park Commissioners.  
The presence of  Duffie’s photograph suggests that Horace Leavitt, too, admired the 
mysterious Frenchman.  
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